
This book allows children and adults who look different from each other on the out-
side to create connections of inside sameness.  Teaching that looking different on the
outside is okay because we all have the same kinds of inside feelings is a powerful les-
son for younger children.  This exercise works well from PreK to second grade.   For
Browines, it is great for the Caring and Sharing Try-it.

Additional copies of this guide are available for download at the emkpress.com web-
site, click the cover of I Don’t Have Your Eyes on the home page.  

I Don’t Have Your Eyes
by Carrie A. Kitze   Illustrated by Rob Williams    ISBN 0-9726244-2-2

Visit the EMK Press website  http://www.emkpress.com
where you’ll also find books for families touched by adoption, resources, links and
fabulous parent guides.  We are parents helping parents navigate the journey 
of adoption.
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A Multicultural 
Activity 
for Schools or Scouts.

A Great Way to Use this Book.....



Outside Difference, Inside Sameness activity:  

This can be done as a small group or a larger classroom size group 
Also great for Brownie Try-it Caring and Sharing (#4 Differences are OK)

with special thanks to Deb Buckingham

Part 1
Ask your school or local library to get  a copy of “I Don!t Have Your Eyes” by Carrie Kitze,

available at www.emkpress.com , Amazon, Barnes and Nobel, Borders, ChinaSprout,

Tapestry  Books, Baker and Taylor or Ingram.  Print out the child outline on the following

page on cardstock for as many children as you have participating in the activity.

You will need scissors, crayons or markers to decorate the child outline, a glue stick to

attach the selected skin color for the face and hands.  

Part 2
Read the book to the class.  Talk about outside looks and what makes us different.  Make a

list of outside differences on the blackboard (eye color, height, freckles)  and talk about

how everyone looks different.  Next make a list of what is inside. that makes us the same

(feelings) and talk about how everyone has them regardless of what they look like.  I usual-

ly create some situations and ask how that would make them feel....everyone is playing

ball but you have been left out.  You get an invitation to a birthday party.

Then talk about how sometimes people will make decisions about who we are by what we

look like.  Talk about how sometimes adults use words to describe things that may not ve

accurate.  A great example is the color of your skin.  Some people are labeled black, some

white, some yellow, some red.  Next, put out a sheets of construction paper in those colors

and see if anyone matches. Ask the children: What color are you?

Now give the children the paint chips. Children compare the paint chips with the colors of

their own skin in order to find their colors. The neat thing with paint chips is that they have

such cool names and the children get to say things like "My skin is vanilla cream but yours

is applewood". 

Now compare the paint chips with the  construction paper. Talk about the fact that many

people describe human beings in terms of being black or white or yellow or red but it

appears from looking at the paint chips that all kinds of skin are shades of brown. Some of

them are very light brown and some are very dark. 

Part 3
Cut the paint chip the child has selected into a circle and place on the face of the child 

outline.  Have the child decorate the outline to look like them. 

Some teachers like to hang these up as the hands go together and look like they are 

holding hands.
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Saltwater Taffy Cool LavaRibbon Pink

Just Peachy CaramelBillowy Wheat

Glowing Straw Milk ChocolateButternut Crunch



Morning Mist Peachy KeenSoft Petal

Summer sunrise Honey OatsAmber Mist

Moonglow cafe a laitNut N’ Honey



Summer Straw Milk and HoneyRosebud

Summer Breeze Hot ChocolateChocolate Mousse

Royal Chestnut EspressoMocha




